
NEGATIVE ADJECTIVESi 

Mediocre: common, indifferent, medium, middling, ordinary, passable, run-of-the-mill, second-rate, 

so-so, unexceptional;  

Terrible: horrible, appalling, atrocious, awful, dreadful, frightful, ghastly, grisly, gruesome, 

horrendous, horrid, horrifying, lurid, macabre, monstrous, nightmarish, shocking, fearful, fearsome, 

forbidding, formidable, frightening, hair-raising, terrifying; abhorrent, deplorable, disagreeable, 

disgusting, distasteful, loathsome, nauseating, obnoxious, offensive, repugnant, repulsive, revolting, 

sickening; abominable, evil, foul, heinous, noxious, unspeakable, vile 

Bad: deficient, inferior, lousy, off, poor, punk, rotten, substandard, unacceptable, ungodly, 

unsatisfactory, wanting, wretched, wrong, defective, faulty, flawed; execrable, lesser, low-grade, 

reprehensible, second-rate, unspeakable; bum, useless, valueless, worthless; inadequate, 

insufficient, lacking; astray; scurrilous, villainous, black, evil, immoral, iniquitous, nefarious, rotten, 

sinful, unethical, unrighteous, unsavory, vicious, villainous, wicked, wrong, contemptible, despicable, 

dirty, disreputable, evil-minded, ignoble, ill, infernal, low, mean; atrocious, cruel; blamable, 

blameworthy, censurable, reprehensible; corrupt, debased, debauched, degenerate, depraved, 

dissolute, libertine, loose, perverted, reprobate; banned, barred, condemned, discouraged, 

forbidden, interdicted, outlawed, prohibited, proscribed, unauthorized, unclean; disallowed; 

execrable, lousy, miserable, wretched; erring, fallen, unprincipled, unscrupulous; improper, incorrect, 

indecent, indecorous, unbecoming 

Unpleasant: disagreeable, displeasing, distasteful, nasty, rotten, sour, uncongenial, unlovely, 

unpleasing, unsatisfying, unwelcome, abhorrent, abominable, appalling, beastly, dreadful, foul, 

horrid, invidious, loathsome, nauseating, noisome, obnoxious, obscene, odious, repellent (also 

repellant), repugnant, repulsive, revolting, scandalous, shocking, sickening, ugly, villainous; annoying, 

galling, irritating, vexing 

Boring: drab, dreary, dry, dull, flat, heavy, humdrum, jading, leaden, monotonous, pedestrian, 

ponderous, stodgy, stuffy, stupid, tame, tedious, tiresome, tiring, unanimated, uninteresting, 

wearisome, weary, wearying, undramatic, unentertaining, uneventful, unexciting, uninspiring, 

unnewsworthy, unrewarding, unsatisfying, unsensational, unspectacular; annoying, bothersome, 

irksome, irritating; drudging, palling; draining, enervating, exhausting, fatiguing, wearing; debilitating, 

enfeebling; demoralizing, discouraging, disheartening, dispiriting; common, commonplace, ordinary, 

stale, unexceptional; lumbering, plodding, slow 

Ugly: grotesque, hideous, homely, ill-favored, unappealing, unattractive, unbeautiful, unhandsome, 

unlovely, unpleasing, unpretty, unsightly, vile, repugnant, repulsive, revolting; unimposing, 

unprepossessing, unimpressive; plain, unaesthetic, unbecoming, unshapely 
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