
HAIR

at birth:

aged 3:

at 13:

at 16:

at 19:

at 23:  

at 28:

at 35:

at 40:

at 45:

at 50:

at 55:

Him

Thick jet black hair
Curly brown hair

A crew cut
-an early skinhead
Long sideboards, spikey
shoulder-length hair
wavy, swept back, with a side parting 

neat style with a fringe
a few grey hairs
his hair’s receding
distinguished, but he’s balding
he’s trying a toupee
completely bald

Her

A few mousy strands
hair in bunches fastened with

slides, grips and ribbons
hair in plaits, otherwise 
completely straight
in a bun
back-combed with a ponytail
January: she’s blonde
March: she’s a brunette
May: she’s a redhead (she’s 
got auburn hair)

July: she’s ash-blonde
October: she’s dyed it pink

frizzy, slightly streaked
combed forward, a few 
highlights 

she’s greying
her hair’s thinning, so she’s 
experimenting with a wig
her hair’s going white fast
the wig’s matted, 
unmanageable, 
she has a blue rinse

Adapted from Guy Wellman: The Heinemann English Wordbuilder. Heinemann ELT. First published 1989.


